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Director’s Report

Well here we are: 2021! | think I'm still in shock over how life has changed
over the last year. As a region, we had one event, and I'm cautiously opti-
mistic about our ability to get back on the road this spring.

First, | want to thank Steve Weir for his many years of service as Director of
Nor Cal, and I'm very pleased he has agreed to stay on as Assistant Direc-
tor while | get used to my new role. Steve'’s tireless work kept the club run-
ning, and he helped us through some tough decisions last year regarding
the national meet that we were supposed to host, among other things.

Speaking of the national meet, this year's meet in Wisconsin has been can-
celled because the planners didn’t feel enough people would be vaccinated
and enough restrictions would be lifted by June to make the event safe.
There’s a letter from PAC President Craig Handley included in this issue
that we were asked to reprint regarding a “substitute” national meet being
planned, and | hope you will take its message to heart.

On the other hand, the San Diego Region continues to be full speed ahead
with planning of the Western Regions Tour in May. They have had discus-
sions with Craig Handley and have the blessings of the national club to pro-
ceed because of the safety protocols they have put in place. Most of the
events will be outside with social distancing that will minimize exposure risk
for those who do not yet have their vaccinations. Milt Wheeler is planning a
caravan down US-101 that includes an overnight stop north of Los Angeles
for those who wish to join him. Watch your email inboxes for details on
that!

As you'll read on the next page, the rest of the calendar is filling up with
events as we tentatively get back to “normal,” whatever that will mean from
now on. Personally, | can’t wait to see all of you and admire in person all of
those Packard projects you’ve been working on over the last year.

As soon as you feel safe to do so, let’s get back out there and make up for
a missed year of tours, shows and activities!

Happy Motoring!

Clint THoore




2021 EVENTS

April 12 Board Meeting—Zoom conference
(contact Clint Moore for more info)

May 12-16 Western Regions Tour—See article on
Page 12 of this issue!

*June 13 South Bay Reservoir Driving Tour

Jun 13-19 CANCELLED—National Meet

*July 25 Portal Park Picnic

August 2 Board Meeting—Format TBD

August 8-15 Monterey Car Week/Pebble Beach
*September 5 Swap Meet

*September 19 Antique Autos at San Jose History Park
September 24  Ironstone Concours

October 11 Board Meeting—Format TBD
*November 13 Veterans Home—Yountville
*December Holiday Luncheon

*Tentative Event

For a complete list of events, please visit our website at
www.norcalpackards.org/calendar.php




A Message from PAC President
Craig Handley

The Packard event that we hope you
won’t attend.

Yes, you read it right. Let me explain. When we post-
poned last year's PAC National Meet due to the
Covid pandemic, it was after thoughtful consideration
by many people. It was a difficult decision, but we felt
that the threat to the safety of our members was just
too great. At the time, we sincerely hoped that we
would be able to return to normal in 2021, but too
many people have ignored the doctors and scientists and threw parties
that turned into super spreader events. People ignored the recommenda-
tions to limit travel during the holidays and hospital emergency rooms filled
to overflowing capacities afterward. I’'m sure you’ve seen the news footage
of refrigerated trucks being used to store bodies because there isn’'t room
in hospital morgues. And now there are variants of the virus which spread
even faster.

When the Wisconsin region came to me and expressed their concerns
about holding the meet this year | conferred with a number of people, in-
cluding medical and legal experts, and we came to the sad conclusion that
June is too early to safely hold a PAC event that would include indoor ac-
tivities. It was a heartbreaking decision because we miss gathering with
our friends as much as you do, but we feel that simply ignoring the sci-
ence and pretending that the pandemic no longer exists will endanger our
members, help prolong the pandemic, and push the time when we can
return to normal even further out. Now you might say, “What about the
vaccines? | got my shots so shouldn’t it be business as usual?’ It's not
that easy. There are things we don’t know about the vaccines. We don’t
know if they will prevent the spread of the virus to someone who is not
vaccinated. We also don’t know if the vaccines protect us against the vari-
ant viruses. And the experts say that 70-80% of the population has to be
vaccinated before we can reach herd immunity and life can begin to return
to normal. That might happen in late summer or fall, or it may take even
longer, but it certainly won’t happen by June.

Once the decision to reschedule the Wisconsin Meet was made and an-
nounced, imagine my surprise when | heard that a “Packard family gather-
ing” car show and swap meet was being planned in Gettysburg during the
same week that we decided wasn'’t safe for the Wisconsin Meet.

The organizer, who will remain nameless here, is a member of the club
and he asked me to attend and to hold a board meeting there. | told him
no. | told him that it wasn’t safe to host an event in June and that for the
safety of our members, the Packard Club would not in any way participate,
endorse or promote in his “family gathering.”

(Continued on page 4)




| asked him to consider the safety risk to our club members, many of whom
are high-risks for Covid-19 and not go through with this. | told him that a few
days of fun is not worth the iliness or death of even one person. | wouldn't
want this event to lead to another family gathering in a funeral parlor. The
organizer completely ignored my advice and already asked some regional
newsletters to promote the event. Doing so can cause confusion as to
whether or not the Packard Club sanctions it. We do not. Let me repeat so
that there is no misunderstanding: THE PACKARD CLUB WILL NOT IN
ANY WAY PARTICIPATE, ENDORSE OR PROMOTE THIS EVENT.

| am asking newsletter editors not to place ads or promotional articles in re-
gional publications. We also resent the implication that the organizer makes
that he is doing this because the Packard Club won't hold any events, as if
we are no longer interested in hosting social gatherings. We would love
nothing more than to meet with our Packard friends once again and look
forward to the day when that can happen. But it would be terribly irresponsi-
ble to do so while the global pandemic continues to rage on.

That is why, for your safety and the safety of the people around you, we
hope that you will not attend this event. It's your decision of course and if
you do go, | hope that you remain safe.

An interesting pair of photos
of a post-war design study
discovered by Christopher

Slater in the Packard Proving

Grounds archives.

PACKARD MOTOR CAR FOUNDATION &

The Packard Cormorant editor, e — =
Stuart Blond notes, “That’s a : )\
Crosley—and I think it was just
Ed Macauley having fun with
Packard’s money.”

Your editor feels with a V-12 un-
der the hood, they might have
been onto something!

(C) PACKARD MOTOR CAR FOUNDATION




Packard Quiz!
Compiled by Christopher Slater.

How much do you know about Packard history and lore? Look for the
answers in the next issue of The Pious Pelican!

10.

11

13.

14.

15.

What is the first year of the Packard Twin-Six?
How was Henry Joy involved with chasing bandits?

What year did Charles Nash and James Starrow (both recently
retired from GM) offer to buy Packard?

The Packard Twin Six was the basis for the design of which fa-
mous aviation engine?

What was the last year of Packard Truck production?

What is a common way that Packards were reconfigured and re-
used in the 1920s and 1930s?

What is the last year of Packard Twelve Production?
When was air-conditioning first offered by Packard?

When was the first automatic transmission available in a Pack-
ard?

What was the last year for a Packard limousine?

. Which public works projects can lay claim to Packard influence?
12.

What was the name of the Packard push-button transmission,
available with 1956 Packards?

How many ways were Packard powered vehicles involved with
racing?

Which ltalian sports car manufacturer admitted inspiration from
Packard for the basis of their V-12 engine design?

Was Packard ever involved with NASCAR racing?




Member Spotlight
Recent Restoration
Text and Photos by Pete Phelps

I have been a member of Nor Cal Packards for several years though | ad-
mit not a particularly active member. As | was just putting my dues check
in the mail, it occurred to me that just this past September [ finally finished
my total restoration of my prized 1936 120 Touring sedan. It came out
beautifully and I’'m most proud of it. My car looks almost identical to a car
pictured in a recent issue of the Pious Pelican that had apparently been

__ i the first car to cross
the Golden Gate
Bridge in 1937. It
was extremely cool
to see how similar it
look to mine. Any-
way | thought some
members of the
club would enjoy
some pictures.
Please excuse the
lack of hub caps in
the photos. I'm still
working on detailing
them.




Out and About
Members on the go!

Above: New member Paul Tatterson submitted this photo of his gorgeous 1955 400.
We hope to see it at an event very soon!

Below: Ed Soss writes: Got a new "mask" for my hot rod Packard, replacing the oil
bath for a modern chrome cover one so my Packard wont get any diseases, has a
1940 super eight so with the later engine and chrome air filter it is really a "hot rod!"




Upcoming Event
Western Regions Tour
“Packards by the Bay”
San Diego—May 12-16, 2021

The San Diego Packard Club is honored to host the Western
Regions Tour in 2021 and invites you to a four-night, three-day
tour of Packard automobile nostalgia in beautiful San Diego!

Lodging is at the iconic
Island Palms Best
Western Hotel & Mari-
na on Shelter Island.
To reserve a room call
619-222-0561 and ask
for the Packard Club
block of rooms. Res- |
ervations require an
advance deposit for
the first night; subject
to cancellation within
48 hours notice. Money will be refunded if COVID-19 is still an
issue. Island Palms will honor the special room rate for extend-
ed stays. Underground parking will be set aside for Western
Region Tour guests. Register before March 29, 2021 to lock in
the special rate!

Visit SanDiegoPackard.com for more information!

This is a sanctioned event by the national club. The organizers
have given a lot of thought to the safety of those who choose to
participate. An additional COVID waiver has been added to the
registration. Social distancing protocols will be in place, and
guests will be asked to wear masks and wash hands frequently.
The majority of the events and dining will be at outdoor venues
or with limited indoor capacity. Guests should only participate
in those events where they feel comfortable.

For those people wishing to caravan to San Diego either in a
Packard or a modern car, the plan is to leave San Jose on
Tuesday morning, May 11 for the drive down US-101. The
group will stop for the night somewhere north of LA before con-
tinuing to San Diego on Hwy 1 Wednesday morning, hoping to
arrive in time for the first event that afternoon.
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Planned Events:

e Tour the USS Midway Museum on
beautiful San Diego Bay

¢ Relax and shop at the historic Hotel
Del Coronado

e Enjoy a breathtaking water tour of
San Diego Bay on Hornblower
Cruises

e Drive your Packard on specially
designed tours through exclusive
Rancho Santa Fe, Del Mar, and
along the Pacific Coast Highway

e Visit the Balboa Park Automotive
Museum

e Show your Packard at Cruisin’ Grand, Escondido, the largest community
outdoor car show west of the Rockies

¢ Enjoy a banquet at the beautiful Southwestern Yacht Club, San Diego

e And much more!

(Guests wishing to do so may request a ride in a Packard during all tours)

Facing Page: Our host hotel for the
weekend, the Island Palms Best West-
ern.

This Page

Top: The USS Midway Museum in-
cludes an extensive collection of air-
craft.

Middle: PCH awaits!

Bottom: The historic Hotel Del Coro-
nado




Nor Cal Club Business
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
January 11, 2021—4:30pm
Submitted by Milt Wheeler, Secretary

Members Present: Steve Weir, Clint Moore, Milton Wheeler, Christopher
Slater, Jeff Mihaly, Ladd Stephenson. Tom Beidleman, Bill Young, Phil
Sherman, George Beck, Orin Kerr, Michael Solomon, Bob McCoy, Dave
Wooldridge.

Guests: Rob Guzzetta
Voted: To confirm the Board Minutes of October 12 meeting.

Voted: To confirm election of Board Members and Club Director. New Club
Director is Clint Moor. Board members listed above.

Moved: To give Bob McCoy a $93.00 Reimbursement check.

Membership: Bill Young reported 172 members with 2 Honorary members
and 275 Packards.

Health & Welfare: The question was raised, should we do something for
Wayne Parsons since he died? Yes! We will send a $500 donation to the
Proving Grounds in His Name & Honor.

Projects: Chris Slater said he is working on selling things this fall. Over all
things are going well.

Technical: Bob McCoy asked if we could make a list of mechanics who
work on Packards? Yes! Bob will work on the list.

Tours: Clint Moore is working on an April tour with another car club. West-
ern Regions Tour to San Diego is in May and the National Meet in June.

Voted: We will give $200 to support the Antique Auto Club Show in San
Jose History Park this fall.

Website: Chris Slater is putting car activities on our website. There are
some problems but he will work with Mark Wheeler.

Pious Pelican: Clint Moore will continue to work on the Pious Pelican for
this year.

Old Business: Jeff Mihaly is working on the 2023 National Meet that we will
be doing. Chris Slater is resigning as our Publicity Director because he is
the new National Club Publicity Director.

Audit Report: George Beck is working on the report of the Club finances.

After some discussion, the Club will be putting on a ZOOM Presentation for
all Club members in February of 2021.

Next Board Meeting will be April 12, 2021
Adjournment: 6:00 pm.
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The Business Place
Please support our advertisers

Packard Parts
from
1928 -1947

No Hassle Guarantee
John Ulrich
4184 Garden Ln.
El Sobrante, CA.
94803
PhonefFax: (510)-223-9587
Website: Julrichpackard.com

Tom Crook
Fassi Cars
24620 Pacific Hwy. S.
Kent, WA 98032
PH: 253-941-3454
FAX: 253-529-5600

WANTED:
PACKARDS AND CLASSICS

Seewse gie me a call

PUMPHREY AND
COMPANY

A FULL-SERVICE SHOP FOR

RESTORATIONS AND SERVICE
371 E. McGlincy Lane, UnitB
Campbell, CA95008

408-371-8030

MATTHEW PUMPHREY
MATTHE WMPUMPHREY@GMAIL.COM
www.pumphreyandco.com

Aries Restorations
Established 1983

Bringing the past back to life
Full or Partial Restorations
Specializing in Packards

Pickup and Delivery Available
Member: CCCA, AACA, HCCA

www.aries-restoration.com
Paul Calonico Ph. 831-638-2191
Paul.Calonico@gmail.com

Packard

ASK THE MAN WHO OWNE ONE

FOR ALL OF YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS

CALL CLUB MEMBER:

ROGER SCHMITZ
PO BOX 44
CAMPBELL, CA 95009

408-393-8484

EL SOBRANTE
GARAGE

MARK CRODA

QWHNER / MASTER TECHNICIAN

+ Collision and Paint Repair

+ Complete Mechanical Repairs

* Tune-up, Qil Change, Electrical

* Maintenance Services « 30, 60, 90K

(510)222-1500
WWW.ESTGARAGE.COM
4012 San Pable Dam Rd (near Appian Way]

g- Approved

Aute Repair
Members recaive
0% off labor

| GREG WOOLEVER

(831)423-8100

(831} 423-0151 FAX

114 CORAL STREET
AUTOMOTIVE SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060
& RADIATOR SINCE 1948

e ¥
€CHO HILL
PACKARD PARTS

Fred and Pam Hill
3676 Echo Springs Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

Phone: 925-939-4455




BLACKHAWK

AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF AUTOMOTIVE TREASURES

To IMAGINE...

To DRreAM...

To INSPIRE...

ONE ofF THE WoRLD's LEADING AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUMS

I ASSOCIATION WITH THE SMITHSONIAN IMSTITUTION

BLACKHAWK PLAZA  gomfome  DANVILLE, CALIFORNIA

info@BlackhawkMuseum.org « www.BlackhawkMuseum.org - i /BlackhawkMuseum




Visit our website at:
www.NorCalPackards.org

THE PIOUS PELICAN is the official pub-
lication of Northern California Packards,
Inc., a region of Packard Automobile
Classics, Inc., both non-profit organiza-
tions. Subscription is available with
membership only. Membership infor-
mation and an application can be found
on our website.

Business-card type ads (one-eighth
page) are at the rate of $5 per issue or
$30 per year for six issues.

Classified ads may be placed by private
parties only, free to members, $5 to non-
members up to 40 words. Photo ads are
an additional $10 each and if you want
your photo returned, please include a
SSAE.

Mail ads to:
Clint Moore
661 Trace Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

Or send by email to:
batbuick@yahoo.com
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Nor-Cal Packards
2512 Simas Ave.
Pinole, CA 94564



